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Worship Resources for

Assembly Sunday 2008
INTRODUCTION 

These worship resources have been designed by Lois Siemens, pastor of the Superb Mennonite 
Church, in Kerrobert, Saskatchewan, as part of the Assembly and Summit worship planning 
team, to connect our congregations with the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly and the 
People’s Summit for Faithful Living. Congregations may want to use this material on July 6th, or 
on one of the following Sundays when their delegates report. 

From July 7-8, 2008 individuals from Mennonite congregations across Canada will gather in 
Winnipeg to worship and work together as Mennonite Church Canada. This will be followed by a 
People’s Summit for Faithful Living, July 8-10.

The theme for both events is “At the Crossroads: Promise and Peril” based on Deuteronomy 4:1-9. 
Deuteronomy is a book directed at God’s people as they move into and live within the land that 
God has allowed them to possess. To stand at the crossroads is to stand at a point of decision. The 
Israelites are leaving the wilderness behind and moving into a new place. Will they choose to 
follow God’s covenant?

The Canadian Assembly Worship Planning Team chose to pick up on the theme of following 
God, selecting one New Testament story of following Jesus to explore at each of the four worship 
sessions. The story from Mark 10:46-52 is the healing of Bartimaeus and his response to follow 
Jesus along the way. 

LOOKING AT THE TEXT

The worship services at the Assembly will rely heavily on the Mark 10:46-52 passage. Take time 
to read this text carefully, noting actions, the function of names, the responses of the crowd, 
Jesus and Bartimaeus (pronounced: Bart-eh-MAY-us). Read it using different translations. Write 
down your questions and find ways to answer or think about them through conversation with 
others, your pastor or commentaries. 

Do any patterns for worship emerge from the text that would be suitable for your congregation?

The following pattern will be used at the Assembly:
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We begin with our own need that often isolates us from community, calling out to Jesus for 
mercy. The crowd (world) orders us into silence, but because we trust that Jesus IS present we 
persist in getting Jesus’ attention. Jesus invites us into conversation and restores us back into 
community. Our joyful response is to follow him.

Come! 
 Call to Worship 
 Songs of acknowledging God’s presence with us

Come, He is Calling
 Prayers of thanksgiving and confession
 Songs of longing and hope
 Children’s worship 

Come, Listen and Know
 Mark 10:46-52
 Sermon
Come into New Life
 Responding to the sermon
 Songs
 Benediction 

FILLING OUT THE WORSHIP ORDER

CALL TO WORSHIP

Option 1: (Based on Psalm 146, NRSV)
Leader:  Praise the Lord!
Side A:  Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
Side B:  I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

ALL:  We will sing praises to our God all our life long. 

Men:   Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
Women: When their breath departs, they return to the earth;  
  on that very day their plans perish. 

ALL:  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
  whose hope is in the Lord their God.

Side A:  The Lord made heaven and earth,  
  the sea, and all that is in them. 
Side B:  The Lord keeps faith for ever;  
  executing justice for the oppressed. 
Side A:  The Lord gives food to the hungry;  
  setting the prisoners free. 

ALL:  The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

Men:  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;  
  the Lord loves the righteous. 
Women: The Lord watches over the strangers;  
  he upholds the orphan and the widow. 



ALL:  The Lord will reign for ever, your God, O Zion,  
  for all generations. Praise the Lord!

Option 2: 
I see you sitting here (pause and look slowly around the room.) You have traveled a distance 
from your various homes to be part of worship.

I see you sitting here, mostly in family groups of varying ages. I see you are wearing different 
colours and styles of clothing, sporting different hairstyles. I could go on for awhile and describe 
for you what I see. It might even be helpful, but my vision is limited, superficial. There is 
someone here today who sees you with a very different set of eyes. Someone who sees past the 
hair and colour and age, looking deeply into our hearts, our thinking, our feeling, our souls. God 
is here, seeing the history of you. Seeing you with inward looking eyes of grace. Our creator has 
nourished the seeds of wonder and beauty in you, growing strong roots that have withstood the 
winds of difficulty.

God is here today. God who sees the inside and the outside. Let us bring all our life to this 
gathering with the knowledge that God has called us, chosen us, gathered us, and is growing 
seeds of wonder in us. Let us pray:

All-seeing God, 
Who gathers us together to gain energy, courage and friendship
Transform our seeing today through your Spirit
Remind us of your great love for us
That we may hear again your redeeming love through the words of our mouth and the 
meditation of our hearts.
In the strong name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

SONG SUGGESTIONS (These songs have been selected from our denominational 
hymnal and hymnal supplements: Hymnal: A Worship Book, Sing the Story, and Sing 
the Journey) 

GATHERING
HWB 420  Heart with Loving heart united
STS 96  Dayeinu
STJ  Jesu, tawa pano - Jesus, We Are Here

PRAISING
STS 122 Let All Creation Dance
STJ 22  By the waters of Babylon
STJ 27  God of the Bible
HWB 62 Who is so great a God
HWB 59 Sing praise to God, who reigns
HWB 343   My hope is built

AFFIRMING FAITH
STS 34  You are holy
STS124  My soul cries out
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CONFESSING
STJ 46  O breathe on me, O breath of God
STJ 47  Oh Lord have mercy
STS 65  Open my eyes, Lord

PRAYING FOR THE WORLD
STS 121 Nothing is lost on the breath of God
HWB 358  Oyenos, mi Dios
STJ 54  Longing, for light
STJ 57  Mayenziwe - Your will be done

WITNESSING
STJ 61   How can we be silent
STJ 67   Let there be light, Lord God

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
STS 40  We will follow
HWB 579  Lift every voice and sing
HWB 567   How firm a foundation
HWB 366  God of grace 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Both the Summit and the Canadian Delegate Assembly will include congregational participation 
as much as possible. When we stand at a crossroads there are road signs to guide us. This prayer 
incorporates the image of road signs which is prominent in the Summit worship.

In this prayer of confession there are three actions: 

We CUP our hands to hold our confession
Then we LIFT it into God’s light
And RELEASE it into God’s love and mercy

Acquaint your congregation with these actions before beginning the prayer.

Prayer:

In the beginning, O God, you brought order out of chaos, light out of darkness, seeds and 
trees and animals galore. You delighted in all things and bound yourself to creation through a 
covenant. You set us into this garden, invited us to serve it and observe it. We have come to a 
crossroads and here there are many signs to read.

We CUP our hands to hold our confession that we have not always read the signs well.
We have ignored the yield signs and merged into places where we look out mainly for 
ourselves. 
We have speeded through the caution of yellow lights, frantic and setting an impossible pace, 
unable to take Sabbath rest.
We have been blessed with green lights, much abundance, unable to figure out how to stop 
when we have enough.
We have rolled through many a stop, too busy to look around us or listen to the voices from 
our scriptures and prophets.
We LIFT our selves and our busy lives to you, Lord, for the light of your healing.
We RELEASE our confusion and ask for your Spirit’s continuing work in our lives.

•
•
•
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We come to confess this morning, O God, that we have forgotten many things about our 
covenant with you. This forgetting has contributed to our confusion.

We CUP our hands together, and hold these things that contribute to our confusion.
We have forgotten how to ask for help as we believe we are self-sufficient.
We have forgotten that we are children of God, reliant on your mercy.
We have forgotten how to take care of each other and ourselves, as we discard our garbage 
where we please, and pay others to clean up after us.
We have forgotten how to be astonished at God’s Word.
We have forgotten our wounds and relied on our knowledge to meet the world.
We have forgotten how to cry.

Lord we LIFT our confession into the light of your love, asking for forgiveness. 
We RELEASE it into your steadfast love and thank you for your mercy.

Grant us, O Lord, wisdom for the work of this day;
the ability to remember,
the courage to love.
In the strong name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Options to end with a prayer song: HWB 358 Oyenos, mi Dios; Prayer of Agur by Bryan Moyer 
Suderman, or a Kyrie, such as STS 68 Kyrie, or HWB 144 Kyrie eleison. 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP – some ideas for you to adapt to your congregation

Whatever option you choose, begin by settling the children and inviting them to become aware of 
God’s nearness. Remember that this is a time of children’s worship, and pray that God will speak 
through you to the children. Finish the children’s worship time with a short and simple prayer of 
thanks and petition.

1. Relate a story from your life where you needed Jesus and Jesus met your need; maybe a time 
you were afraid and how you became less fearful; an answer to prayer; or a time when you 
especially sensed God’s presence. Keep it simple.

2. Is there someone in your congregation who is blind? Interview them and have the children ask 
questions about what it’s like to be blind.

3. What is it like to be blind? Today we are going to talk about a man who was blind whom Jesus 
healed. I am wondering if one of you would like to volunteer to be blindfolded for a few minutes. 
What will happen is I will take you to the back of the church and blindfold you and then we will 
call you from the front and see if you can find your way back to us. Who would like to try this? 
Take the volunteer, or if nobody volunteers, ask for a young adult or youth. Go to the back of the 
sanctuary, blindfold him/her, and then ask the children to call his/her name so the blind person 
knows where to go.

Ask the person who was blindfolded what that was like. 

4. A story of someone who followed Jesus either in first-person from your congregation, or from 
Anabaptist history. One example would be found in the Mennonite Historian VOL XXXIV, NO. 1 - 
MARCH 2008 “Oldest Mennonite Alive in Canada Today!!” page 8. The story of Elizabeth Buhler 
and how she used her music skills to follow Jesus. (see www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/621).  

www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/621


SERMON STARTERS

Brief Biblical Background:
(information taken from Believers Church Bible Commentary – Mark by Timothy J. Geddert; 
Mark: The way for all nations by Willard M. Swartley and On Jordan’s stormy Banks, Lessons 
from the Book of Deuteronomy by James E. Brenneman)

The Summit, which happens after the Canadian Delegate Assembly, focuses on Deuteronomy 
4:1-9. The Israelites have been freed from slavery in Egypt, walked to the edge of the Promised 
Land, and have been denied entrance by God. They have wandered in the desert for 40 years and 
have returned to the edge of the Promised Land. They stand at a crossroads. Will they follow 
the way of their ancestors or trust in God and move forward? Here Moses speaks strong last 
words, calling people to “take heed,” “observe,” “do not forget.” He knows that once the people 
are settled there will be the temptation to become complacent and forget the hard and valuable 
lessons of the wilderness. One of the lessons of the wilderness is that we can become spiritually 
blind when we forget God and follow the values the world sets before us. As a church we are at a 
crossroads and it’s urgent that we discern together how to follow Jesus in this world, at this time 
and place. 

The worship at the Canadian Assembly will help us prepare for the Summit by focusing on 
one gospel story of healing. Bartimaeus confesses Jesus as the Christ, the Son of David and his 
blindness is healed by faith. Curiously, at the end of the story, the writer calls Bartimaeus, “the 
blind man.” This opens up the possibility that we could be the “blind man”. The text ends with 
the blind man following Jesus on the Way. We too, are called to follow Jesus on the Way. The 
Summit will expand our thinking about how we follow the Way in this culture.

The story of Bartimaeus is one of two strategically placed stories in Mark that focus on healing 
blindness. The first is the healing of the blind man at Bethsaida in Mark 8:22-26, and the second 
is the healing of Bartimaeus. Between these two healings Mark emphasizes themes of entering 
the Kingdom, learning a new value system, and the nature of true discipleship. This section of 
Mark uses imagery from Exodus and the time when the Israelites were about to enter the land. 
Both Moses and Jesus encounter unbelief which is portrayed in Mark as blindness. (See Mark: 
The way for all nations by Willard M. Swartley p156 ff for more details on how the Exodus is 
portrayed in Mark.) When we follow Jesus we are healed from spiritual blindness and begin to 
see clearly. The healing stories which bookend this section emphasize the receiving of spiritual 
sight in order to follow Jesus faithfully on the Way. 

As we stand at the crossroads, awareness of our blindness as individuals and as a church begins 
to grow. We stop at this place to take a hard look at where we are as a church. We look at our 
part in contributing to the problems in this country and on this planet. We can no longer sit back 
and wait for others to take responsibility. We stand with the same choices that Bartimaeus faced, 
the same choices that the Israelites faced – will we follow Jesus? Will we throw off our cloaks 
of dependency on the world and by faith, depend on God? Will we spring up and stand before 
Jesus, both as individuals and as a church? Will we answer Jesus’ question with, “My teacher, 
I want to see,” even when the crowd tells us to “be quiet”? Bartimaeus could have turned away 
or stopped shouting at any point, but he held fast. (Deuteronomy 4:4) He asked for the one thing 
that truly mattered to him, his sight, and when he received it, he could do nothing else but follow. 
Following Jesus turned Bartimaeus down a new path, a path of new and costly discipleship. He 
moved from being an outcast from the community to a member of the community.
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Some ways to begin
1. There are many interesting details in this text which would lend itself to an exegetical sermon. 
The names and actions are important and have a deeper meaning than is evident at first reading. 
For example, the question Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” is the same question 
(in the Greek) Jesus asks two of his disciples in Mark 10:36 which have to do with honour. 
“Bartimaeus” means “son of honour,” yet he is a blind beggar, one of the least honourable places 
in society. Bartimaeus is only mentioned at the beginning and after that he is referred to as “the 
blind man” instead of by his name. 

2. Mark’s Gospel uses this phrase, “on the way” (hodos) throughout the text. What does Mark 
mean by “the Way?” What does it mean for us as a church to follow Jesus on the Way? What 
hinders us or helps us? How can you encourage your congregation to be faithful in these times? 

3. One of the themes of faith, discipleship, following Jesus, healing, blindness, and sight could be 
explored and developed.

4. Consider a change in the usual format of a sermon. Begin with a brief introduction to the 
theme of following Jesus. A week or two ahead, invite 3-5 persons to write a story of a time 
in their life when they encountered Jesus, or a roadblock in their life that keeps them from 
following Jesus. These stories should be 100 words, exactly. The discipline of keeping to this 
word count gives the listeners one kernel, one nugget to digest. The essence of the event becomes 
the highlight. These stories are spoken one after the other with a pause or a song between. They 
stand on their own and do not need interpretation. End the sermon time with prayers or songs of 
encouragement to keep following Jesus.

The morning worship times at the Summit will utilize 100 word stories. 

HEARING THE SCRIPTURE, Mark 10:46-52

Some Options:

Encourage someone in your congregation to memorize the text and present it in worship. 
Consider reading it in English along with another language for those in your congregation who 
are bilingual.
Read it from The Message or another contemporary version.
Dramatize it.  

Dramatized option 1

As a congregational reading with Leader, Bartimaeus, Jesus and congregation.

Leader: They came to Jericho. As he (Jesus) and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving 
Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard 
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, 
Bartimaeus: ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 
Congregation: BE QUIET!
Leader: Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, 
Bartimaeus: ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 
Leader: Jesus stood still and said, 
Jesus: ‘Call him here.’ 

1.
2.

3.
4.



Leader: And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
Congregation: ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ 
Leader: So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, 
Jesus: ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
Leader: The blind man said to him, 
Bartimaeus: ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ 
Leader: Jesus said to him,
Jesus: ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ 
Leader: Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

Dramatized option 2
This reading seeks to help us connect to the story by reminding us that we can see ourselves as 
any one of the characters. It is a way for the whole congregation to be involved in the telling of 
the story. Only the leader needs a copy of the script. This frees people to listen carefully to the 
words. (instructions are in italics) Practice the hand gestures until they feel natural. If you have 
seen John Bell, Marilyn Houser Hamm, Ken Nafziger, Mary Oyer, or Rebecca Slough, they all 
utilize these kinds of hand gestures to “tell” people what to do without using words. 

Leader: I will read this scripture slowly and invite you to do two things: REPEAT certain 
phrases and questions after me at the SAME volume, and STAND if you are able when I invite 
you. Let us begin.

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, (pause, look up and speak) ‘Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!’ (Lift your hand to indicate that the congregation repeat 
the phrase: ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’)

Many sternly ordered him to (pause) BE QUIET, (Lift your hand to indicate the right side to 
repeat BE QUIET, then the left side BE QUIET, repeat as often as you think necessary,)

but he cried out even more loudly, 

‘SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON ME!’ (Lift your hand to indicate the congregation’s 
loud repetition)

‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’

‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’

Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ (Lift your hand to indicate the congregation’s 
repetition)

Call him here (pause)

And they called the blind man, saying to him, 

‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’(Lift your hand to indicate the congregation’s 
repetition – this works well to repeat in phrases)

Take heart. (congregational echo)
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Get up. (congregational echo)

He is calling you. (congregational echo)

Take heart, get up, he is calling you. (congregational echo)

 (Lift BOTH hands to indicate that the congregation rise to its feet)

So, throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, 

‘What do you want me to do for you?’(Lift your hand for the congregation’s repetition)

The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ (Lift your hand for the 
congregation’s repetition)

Jesus said to him, ‘Go; (Lift your hand for the congregation’s repetition)

Your faith has made you well.’ (Lift your hand for the congregation’s repetition)

Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.  

RESPONSE TO THE SERMON

Options

1. Responsive reading from Sing the Journey 158
2. Prayer of your own
3. At the Canadian Delegate Assembly we will be having an anointing service. An option would 
be to anoint people’s eyes and/or feet as they declare, “I want to see” and make a choice to follow 
on the Way. 

BENEDICTION/CLOSING PRAYER

Option 1 – (This prayer is in the form of a Collect)
All-seeing God 
Who created us with many different ways of looking,
teach us to look with Your eyes 
that we may take heart, get up and follow in faith, 
walking joyfully in all that you have called us to do and be.
In the name of Jesus, the wounded one, we pray. Amen.

Option 2:
Repeat a phrase from the text, such as: Take heart, get up, Jesus is calling you.


