
 
 

 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:11 
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The 1911 Mennonite Ministers’ Manual, Berdjansk, Russia includes a page on “Child 

dedication” which includes these specific instructions for a service and an extensive 

blessing. “After a song on the topic of child rearing, a short talk on the topic addressed to 

the parents, is given by the minister. A prayer is spoken while the act of blessing occurs. 

This is followed by several verses of another song on the topic.  

 

The prayer of blessing is as follows: 

 

“Dear child: 

 

May grace and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, be richly upon you.  

 

May Jesus Christ, your merciful Redeemer receive you in his eternal covenant of 

grace.  

 

May he wash you clean of original sin, and all the filth of sin, with his blood, and 

give you full access to everlasting life.  

 

May he write your name in Book of Life and add you to the group of the living.  

 

May he guide you graciously throughout life and protect you, if it is for your 

good, from poverty, illness, sorrow, and particularly from being misled into evil, 

sin and shame and being eternally lost.  

 

May it be true of your life, as it was of the child, Jesus, that he “increased in 

wisdom and in stature and in divine and human favour” in obedience to his 

parents.   

 

May he make you a source of bliss and joy for your parents and make something 

out of you that brings laud and honour to his marvelous grace.”  

 

This is concluded with the Aaronic blessing. 


